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How	  Many	  Individuals	  Are	  
Homeless?	  

 On	  January	  28,	  2010	  in	  Whatcom	  County	  there	  were	  
around	  1,332	  individuals	  without	  a	  home*	  

 Out	  of	  those	  1,332	  individuals,	  905	  of	  those	  are	  
families/households*	  

*Data	  collected	  from	  2010	  Whatcom	  Homeless	  Count:	  A	  Point-‐In-‐
Time	  Census	  of	  Homeless	  Resident	  



What	  Are	  the	  Reported	  
Reasons?	  
  Most	  people	  have	  three	  or	  more	  reported	  reasons	  according	  to	  the	  

data	  collected	  by	  the	  Homeless	  Count	  

  It	  is	  the	  second	  year	  that	  the	  amount	  of	  individuals	  who	  reporting	  
mental	  health	  issues	  and	  been	  discharged	  from	  institutions	  (like	  jail,	  
prison,	  psychiatric	  hospitals)	  as	  their	  main	  reason	  for	  being	  homeless	  
is	  down.	  	  	  
  People	  reporting	  mental	  illness	  down	  from	  30%	  in	  2008	  to	  21%	  in	  
2010	  as	  the	  cause	  of	  their	  homelessness	  

  People	  being	  discharged	  from	  institutions	  down	  from	  16%	  in	  2008	  
to	  7%	  in	  2010	  

  This	  may	  be	  due	  to	  the	  opening	  of	  City	  Gate	  Apartments	  



Main	  Reasons.	  .	  .	  	  



Ages	  of	  the	  Homeless	  













The	  Chronic	  Homeless	  

  HUD	  defines	  the	  chronic	  homeless	  as	  “anyone	  who	  is	  an	  
unaccompanied	  individual	  who	  has	  been	  homeless	  for	  12	  
months	  or	  more	  OR	  has	  had	  more	  than	  3	  episodes	  of	  
homelessness	  in	  the	  last	  3	  years.	  	  AND	  has	  been	  sleeping	  in	  a	  
place	  not	  meant	  for	  human	  habitation	  or	  in	  emergency	  shelter,	  
AND	  has	  one	  of	  the	  following	  disabling	  conditions	  (mental	  
disorder,	  substance	  abuse	  disorder,	  permanent	  physical	  or	  
developmental	  disability).	  

  According	  the	  Whatcom	  Count,	  6%	  of	  the	  our	  homeless	  
population	  falls	  under	  the	  term	  chronic	  homeless.	  	  Whatcom	  
County	  is	  much	  lower	  compared	  to	  the	  national	  average	  of	  18%	  



Study	  Issues.	  .	  .	  

  Is	  a	  point-‐in-‐time	  study	  which	  is	  limited	  to	  a	  specific	  
time	  and	  ignores	  seasonal	  patterns	  

  	  It	  is	  difficult	  to	  access	  where	  individuals	  reside	  in	  
unconventional	  shelters	  



 Collected	  from	  the	  A	  Home	  For	  Everyone:	  10	  Year	  
Plan	  to	  End	  Homelessness	  in	  Whatcom	  County	  



SquaBng.	  .	  .	  

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVYIBikzwmk	  

 Obama	  
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LM7nkdaxGo0	  


